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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 
 

FORM 4  HISTORY (GENERAL) TIME: 1h 30min  
 

Name: _____________________________________ Class: _______________ 

 

1.   Look at the source and answer the questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1 What is the defensive wall in source A built by the British called? 

_______________________________________________________________________  (1) 

1.2 In which part of Malta was it built? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

1.3 Why was it built in that area? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

1.4  Name two fortresses which are found along the defensive wall in source A. 

 _________________________________      ___________________________________   (2) 

1.5  Why was the defensive system in source A never used in wartime? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (2) 

1.6  Name two fortresses built by the British to defend the Grand Harbour and Marsamuscetto 

Harbour. 

 

 ___________________________________       _________________________________   (2) 

  (Total: 10 marks) 

Source A 

http://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifqqHVksfKAhXH1xoKHZ7ZC4sQjRwIBw&url=http://bahr.org.uk/photo/victoria-lines-malta&psig=AFQjCNGEqNbwp0NalItwKMbuV78bsvU4JQ&ust=1453886281512547
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2.  Read the passage and answer the questions. 

“Keenan thought that it was in the interest of the Maltese, especially after Malta became a huge 

naval base and the centre of traffic in the Mediterranean, to learn English from the elementary 

classes. And till this point, he was right. However, though he thought it was difficult for children to 

learn English and Italian, he decided that Italian had to be discarded and could be studied only 

during years three and four and only if somebody wanted to learn it. In the Lyceum and at 

University, all subjects were to be taught in English.” 

(Source B: Herbert Ganado, Rajt Malta Tinbidel, Vol. 1) 

 

2.1  Which thorny issue in the local political scene was begun by Keenan’s report? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

2.2  What did Sir Patrick Keenan suggest in the report which he prepared for the British 

Government? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.3  State two reasons why, according to the British Government, the English language was 

important for the Maltese. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.4  State two arguments in favour of the Italian language brought about by those who valued its 

importance in that time. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.5  Why did the Italian language lose its popularity in Malta during World War II? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

(Total:  8 marks) 

3. Look at the sources and answer the questions. 

        

  
Source C Source D 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=royal+opera+house+malta&view=detailv2&&id=7939E461003D77DCDFEA304452614538CA07196B&selectedIndex=0&ccid=WNuN8l8c&simid=608002451829689001&thid=OIP.M58db8df25f1ca59c514f7fa83d004683o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=boys+playing+marbles&view=detailv2&&id=9B30916E94BA58FB9385349CEC1F26E77E5065D6&selectedIndex=0&ccid=EthRlpqI&simid=608055516152858726&thid=OIP.M12d851969a889fd21bc6617fd53d4411o0
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3.1  Source C shows a place of entertainment built by the British. What was this place called and 

why was it used? 

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ (2) 

3.2  What happened to the place seen in source C during the years? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

3.3  What kind of game are the boys in source D playing? Draw a line under the correct answer. 

 (marbles,      hide and seek,       cricket,      chequers,      top)    (1) 

3.4  What does the game played in source D show about the style of life of children in those 

years? 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  (2)  

3.5  Name two other ways of entertainment which one could find in the Maltese Islands during 

the British Period before World War II. 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  (2) 

  (Total: 8 marks) 

4. Look at the picture and answer the questions. 

 

(Source E: Scetch by Ġanni Vella showing wounded people being brought in the Casino Maltese) 

4.1  To which historic episode is the scetch of source E referring? 

 _______________________________________________________________________  (1) 

4.2  How were the people shown in the picture wounded? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 
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4.3  What was going on in the Casino Maltese in the time of that incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  (2) 

4.4  Draw a line under the Maltese politician shown in the scetch who had an active role in such 

events. 

  (Fortunato Mizzi,     Sigismondo Savona,     Gerald Strickland,     Filippo Sceberras)  (1) 

 

4.5  State three reasons why the Maltese felt they had to go in Valletta to demonstrate on that day. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ (3) 

4.6  What did the British Governor do to calm the situation after the incidents? 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.7  Which constitution was granted to the Maltese after those incidents? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ (1) 

4.8  What do you understand by the word “constitution”? 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.9  How is that historic day remembered today? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

  (Total: 14 marks) 

5. Look at the pictures and answer the questions. 

           

   
Source F Source G 
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5.1  Sources F and G deal with the Industrial Revolution. In which country did this revoultion 

start? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

5.2  Which negative effect is shown in source F? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

5.3  Which negative effect is noticed in source G? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

5.4  Name two inventions which used to be powered by steam engines. 

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ (2) 

5.5  Draw a line under the two principal raw materials needed to produce steam engines during 

the Industrial Revolution. 

 (steel,       copper,      stone,       coal,       wood,       tin)                                                          (2) 

5.6  Put the countries in the appropriate boxes. 

 Russia,      Great Britain,      Italy,      Belgium,      France,      Spain 

Early industrialised countries Late industrialised countries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(6) 

(Total: 13 marks) 

6.  In your own words describe the terms below. 

6.1  The Cabinet 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

6.2  The Senate 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

6.3  Reserved Matters 

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ (2) 
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6.4  Official language 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

6.5  Self Government 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

(Total: 10 marks) 

7.  Read the passage and answer the questions that follow. 

“Sunday 25th August 1940: Birkirkara’s government school is just two  blocks away from where I 

live... When the war started they began to use it as a refugee centre... I know a person who is living 

in one room at school, together with his wife and six young  children. And not a day goes by that 

they do not quarrel with the people living in the other rooms. Before the war he used to live in a 

beautiful house. When the bombardments started, he was shocked. He and his  wife left their home 

after an hour. He entirely left his small business in Valletta and did not want to do any kind of 

work...” 

(Source H: Ġużè Ellul Mercer, Taħt in-Nar) 

7.1 To which war is the author referring in source H? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

7.2 Why did the person mentioned in the passage, together with his family, have to move to a 

room in the school? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ (1) 

7.3  Which part of Malta used to be heavily bombarded by the enemy? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

7.4  Why was that area frequently attacked? 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

7.5  Where did the Maltese go to find shelter during the air raids? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ (1) 

7.6  Name two types of hardship suffered by the Maltese during the war. 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  (2) 

7.7  What effect did the grant of the George Cross have on the Maltese of those times? 

 _______________________________________________________________________  (1) 
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7.8  Why were the Victory Kitchens opened? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

7.9  Why do you think they were called as such? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ (1) 

(Total: 11 marks) 

8.  Look at the following sources and answer the questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

8.1  Which event happened first? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ (1) 

8.2  Who was the Prime Minister shown in source I? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

8.3  Who was the Prime Minister shown in source J? 

 ________________________________________________________________________  (1) 

8.4  What do you understand by the phrase “an independent nation”? 

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

8.5  How was the Head of State of Malta called after 1974? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ (1) 

(Total: 6 marks) 

9.  Write in detail about ONE of the following themes. 

9.1 The British Government used to resort to emigration to solve problems related with 

 unemployment in the Maltese Islands. Write about emigration in Malta during the  

 19th century and after World War II. 

 

9.2 Write about the Maltese economy during the British administration, emphasising how it  

 turned  from a fortress economy to one based on services. 
 

9.3 Describe how Maltese people used to live in the villages and cities of Malta from the 

beginning of the 20th century to World War II.  

Source I: The Independence Source J:  The Republic 

(Total: 20 marks) 
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